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§1918.32

§1918.32 Stowed cargo and temporary
landing surfaces.

(a) Temporary surfaces on which
loads are to be landed shall be of suffi-
cient size and strength to permit em-
ployees to work safely.

(b) When the edge of a hatch section
or of stowed cargo may constitute a
fall hazard to an employee, the edge
shall be guarded by a vertical safety
net, or other means providing equal
protection, to prevent an employee
from falling. When the employer can
demonstrate that vertical nets or other
equally effective means of guarding
cannot be used due to the type of
cargo, cargo stowage, or other cir-
cumstances, a trapeze net shall be
rigged at the top edge of the elevation
or other means shall be taken to pre-
vent injury if an employee falls. Safety
nets shall be maintained in good condi-
tion and be of adequate strength for
the purpose intended.

(c) When two gangs are working in
the same hatch on different levels, a
vertical safety net shall be rigged and
securely fastened to prevent employees
or cargo from falling. Safety nets shall
be maintained in good condition and be
of adequate strength for the purpose
intended.

§1918.33 Deck loads.

(a) Employees shall not be permitted
to pass over or around deck loads un-
less there is a safe route of passage.

(b) Employees giving signals to crane
operators shall not be permitted to
walk over deck loads from rail to coa-
ming unless there is a safe route of pas-
sage. If it is necessary to stand or walk
at the outboard or inboard edge of the
deck load having less than 24 inches
(.61 m) of bulwark, rail, coaming, or
other protection, those employees shall
be provided with protection against
falling from the deck load.

§1918.34 Other decks.

(a) Cargo shall not be worked on
decks that were not designed to sup-
port the load being worked.

(b) Grated decks shall be properly
placed, supported, maintained and de-
signed to support employees.
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§1918.35 Open hatches.

Open weather deck hatches around
which employees must work that are
not protected to a height of 24 inches
(.61 m) by coamings shall be guarded by
taut lines or barricades at a height of
36 to 42 inches (.91 to 1.07 m) above the
deck, except on the side on which cargo
is being worked. Any portable stan-
chions or uprights used shall be sup-
ported or secured to prevent accidental
dislodgement.

§1918.36 Weather deck rails.

Removable weather deck rails shall
be kept in place except when cargo op-
erations require them to be removed,
in which case they shall be replaced as
soon as such cargo operations are com-
pleted.

§1918.37 Barges.

(a) Walking shall be prohibited along
the sides of covered lighters or barges
with coamings or cargo more than five
feet (1.52 m) high unless a three-foot
(.91 m) clear walkway or a grab rail or
taut handline is provided.

(b) Walking or working shall be pro-
hibited on the decks of barges to be
loaded unless the walking or working
surfaces have been determined by vis-
ual inspection to be structurally sound
and maintained properly. If, while dis-
charging a barge, an unsound deck sur-
face is discovered, work shall be dis-
continued and shall not be resumed
until means have been taken to ensure
a safe work surface.

[62 FR 40202, July 25, 1997, as amended at 65
FR 40944, June 30, 2000]

Subpart E—Opening and Closing
Hatches

§1918.41 Coaming clearances.

(a) Weather decks. If a deck load (such
as lumber or other smooth sided deck
cargo) more than five feet (1.52 m) high
is stowed within three feet (.91 m) of
the hatch coaming and employees han-
dling hatch beams and hatch covers are
not protected by a coaming at least 24-
inch (.61 m) high, a taut handline shall
be provided along the side of the
deckload. The requirements of §1918.35
are not intended to apply in this situa-
tion.
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